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TRUTH ABOUT THE STORY

The Colour of Darkness is set in two continents dealing with themes
of discrimination and violence. These themes manifest within both
the intercultural tensions in the cosmopolitan city of Melbourne and
the ongoing struggles within the caste system in India.

All the colour, depth and mystery of India's complex and riotous cultural heritage

R is brought to light in a single action which changes two countries forever. A

.~ proud Indian international student is attacked in a brightly lit train carriage

against a backdrop of darkness. Unknown to his attackers his high caste status

has little relevance, and in one poignant moment, he is rescued by his

counterpart, an 'untouchable’, a low caste. They are united by what would

otherwise wmpossible. The highly publicized event sends shock waves through

the international community. As the climate escalates, Maria Kris a young

Australian journalist of Indian descent is sent to investigate, and what happens

from there uncovers long established and inherent prejudices between the two

countries and what lies between .... In her quest for truth, she meets a young

Indian student Giriraj, who changes her life forever through an unlikely meeting.

N Throughout their ensuing friendship, Maria is taken by Giriraj for a journey

through the darkness of India's social history and via the laneways of her own
city, exposing a side she had never imagined.
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Dir. Girish Makwana Sahil Saluja Vidya Makan Derryn Hinch

Director - Girish Makwana

')'—

Girish Makwana, moved into the world of flmmaking when' he enrolled at RMIT University in Melbourne
for a Screen and Media course. He now holds a Diploma and a Masters degree from RMIT University with
majors in Film and TV Production. "The Color of Darkness" showcases Girish's many skills and talents as
script writer, producer, director, composer and musician. He has lived in Australia for over 15 years and is
an Australian citizen. He completed his Masters at RMIT in Melbourne majoring in Film & TV Production
and a Masters in Performing Arts (Music) at M.S. University of Baroda, Gujurat, India.
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‘Director Girish Makwana has crafted a detailed and immersive narrative that explores the real
ramifications of deep-rooted discrimination’ ~ Indian Film Festival Melbourne, IFFM
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SONGS

SYMPHONY COMPOSED SOUNDTRACK

_—

Thursday, 1 September 16

Girish Makwana, born in India but now a citizen and resndenjw'
State, India. He initially studied to be a microbiologist, but felt overwhelmingly drawn towards
a musical career. He embarked on a course of studies in music performance in India and later
in Australia. From an initial focus on Indian classical styles he moved to also embrace Western
classical music. He holds Bachelor and Masters Degrees in music performance from the MS
University of Baroda in India, in Australia Girish is a much acclaimed and respected member of
the Indian community and has worked tirelessly to promote India’s musical culture and
traditional Indian instruments to wider audiences in Australia.
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BEHIND THE SCENES

Dir. Girish Makwana Sahil Saluja Vidya Makan Derryn Hinch

Sahil Saluja - Lead Actor

Sahil Saluja is an Indian actor who has been training at the Melbourne Actors Lab under Peter Kalos since 2013.
‘ Additionally, he has been trained at Second City School of Improv in Chicago. In 2015, he had the opportunity to play the
~ lead actor in ‘The Colour of Darkness’, an independent feature directed and written by Girish Makwana. He plays a phD
student who hails from the lowest caste in India. The film focuses on the discrimination that exists in the Indian society
and has been beautifully shot in India, Australia and New Zealand. Sahil is a stand-up comic and performed at the
Melbourne International Comedy Festival in 2015. He is currently in India as part of the NCPA (National Centre of

Performing Arts) Repertory Theatre Company which is currently in the process of building its first performance scheduled
for September 2016.
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Dir. Girish Makwana Sahil Saluja Vidya Makan Derryn Hinch

Vidya Makan hails from the sunshine a state of Queensland, where Mostering her great love for art and music.}

b She is extremely excited to be making her screen debut in ‘The Colour of Darkness’, having made her professional stage
debut earlier this year playing the role of ‘Little Inez’ in the Australian Tour of ‘Hairspray: The Arena Spectacular’. Vidya
holds a Bachelor of Music (Musical Theatre) from the Queensland Conservatorium, where she had the opportunity of
playing a variety of lead roles in shows including Oklahoma!, Hair, Godspell and A Chorus Line. Vidya would like to thank
her amazing sister/bud and family for their incredible and ongoing support and belief in her. Finally, Vidya’s work is non-
existent without her team mates, and would like to thank the amazing team working on The Colour of Darkness for their
love and commitment on this wonderful and important project.
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Press Television Radio

is an astute contemporary drama that considers the effects of rigid racial prejudice.
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‘Director Girish Makwana has crafted a detailed and immersive narrative that explores the real
ramifications of deep-rooted discrimination” ~ Indian Film Festival Melbourne, IFFM
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GK Makwana Films is the brainchild of Girish Makwana and reflects his interests
and creative impulses. Since it was first set up as an independent production
company in 1995/1996 it has grown and evolved in its scope as an independent
production company. Originally it was a vehicle to produce live music
performances of a broﬁkrange of musical genres in India. Over time, the
compﬁq moved into broadcasting, creating background music for radio
programm elevision commercials and serials, all the while continuing to
produce ﬂ)u‘S| erformance'which bridges the cultural divide of musical genres

' ‘ on an international level.

As"part of this ongoin , the group “"Tihai3” was formed in 2004 /2005.
“Tihai3” has as its fo Ian classical music, but works in collaboration with
different musicians a d musical styles. It comes then as no surprise that the
music of “Tihai3” combines traditional Indian instruments with non-Indian

instruments. P ! o ey oy

}QEOIO GK Makwana Films had diversified to include film and documentary . _
productions, a reflection of Girish Makwana’s evolution as musician, script writer, -2
director, producer and fiilmmaker. The company, now based in Australia, has firm s -

cultural and creative ties with India.
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Dir. Girish Makwana Sahil Saluja Vidya Makan Derryn Hinch
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Derryn Hinch On Triple M’s national drive show Merrick and Australia, Hinch talked about the film, as well as
chatting about the issues of the day. Australia Day | spent the day in country Victoria, in Keilor, playing a corrupt
opposition politician trying to plot the overthrow of the Victorian Government.”
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